




















The	 aim	 of	 this	 cruise	 is	 to	 continue	 the	 bathymetric	 mapping	
efforts	of	the	previous	cruise	MSM88/1.	We	left	Mindelo	harbour	
on	December	19th,	2019	and	arrived	at	our	first	working	station	in	




long	 profile	 towards	 the	 West	 Atlantic.	 In	 addition	 to	 the	
“Underway”	 bathymetry	 data,	 we	 are	 also	 collecting	 subsidiary	
data	 during	 transit	 such	 as,	magnetic	 field	 characteristics	 of	 the	
oceanic	 crust	 using	 a	magnetometer,	 sub-bottom	characteristics	
using	a	sediment	sub-bottom	profiler	and	current	velocities	using	
an	Acoustic	Doppler	Current	Profiler	(ADCP).		
	
	
	
	
	
	 	
This	device	measures	the	
sound	velocity	in	the	water	
column.	
Planned	profiles	of	this	
cruise	(in	red)	and	already	
mapped	ocean	floor	of	the	
cruise	MSM88/1.	
Today	we	are	going	to	celebrate	the	4th	and	final	week	of	advent	and	we	are	looking	forward	
to	spend	Christmas	on	board	of	MARIA	S.	MERIAN.	We	wish	you	all	a	Merry	Christmas!	
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